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GreenTico Travel works directly with colleges and universities to design and operate short-term 
academic programs in Costa Rica. We help faculty and campus teams create customized, 
community-based experiences with strong local coordination, clear academic purpose, and responsible 
engagement. Our work is grounded in trusted community relationships and fair compensation for local 
partners, with each program developed around faculty goals, student needs, and the context of each 
group. 

Programs: Faculty-Led Academic Programs, Alternative Breaks, Service-Learning & Community 
Engagement, First-Year Seminars Abroad 

Mauro Ramírez Azofeifa
Email: mauro@greenticotravel.com
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Has over 40 years leading academic commitment with excellence in Costa Rica. It o�¬ers more than 30 
di�erent undergraduate and postgraduate programs in Health Sciences, Engineering, Social Sciences, 
Economic and Business Sciences and Education. UH is among the top private universities in Costa Rica, 
with 5 campuses equipped with internationally referenced infrastructure for active learning and a focus 
on comprehensive education including ethics, hard skills, soft skills, and a global vision. UH is committed 
to the development of leaders and drivers of change that will contribute to improving society at the 
national and international levels. At UH we go beyond to make each program a life-changing 
experience!

Programs: COIL, mirror class, student exchange, internships, international research, Semester and 
Short-Term Study Abroad Programs, Joint Nursing Semester Program, Business and Sustainability 
Programs, Practical Community Nursing Program, Costa Rica Blue Zone Experiential Program, 
International Internships and Clinical Rotations.
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At ILISA Educational Experiences, we are known for our comprehensive approach to designing 
customized study abroad programs tailored to the specific goals and interests of colleges, universities, 
and faculty. With programs starting from just one week, we o�er the flexibility to adapt to a wide range 
of academic calendars, learning outcomes, and institutional needs. Our goal is to create meaningful 
international experiences that foster student learning, engagement, and personal growth.

Our programs go beyond language learning and include a wide variety of academic, cultural, and 
experiential opportunities. These may include Spanish immersion with homestays and excursions, 
service-learning projects, faculty-led academic programs, internships, and educational experiences 
focused on areas such as sustainability, conservation, business, public health, social work, culture, 
anthropology, and education. We also o�er programs conducted in English, as well as the opportunity
to earn academic credit through our school of record, St. Petersburg College in Florida.

To ensure a smooth and enriching experience, we provide comprehensive support in areas such as 
accommodations, transportation, cultural activities, academic coordination, and on-site logistics for all 
participants.

Programs: Faculty-Led, Short-Term, Customized Experiences, Spanish Immersion, Teaching Abroad, 
Sustainability and Culture, Business in Latin America.
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We are the largest and most prestigious private university in the country. With over 45 years of 
experience, we have developed high-quality programs in each of our five schools. ULATINA stands out 
in the QS Latin America & Caribbean University Rankings and is the only institution in the region with five 
stars, which reflects the excellence of our teaching, infrastructure, and internationalization.

We provide the best environment and facilities to prepare the future global leaders the world needs. 
With more than 90 undergraduate and graduate programs available across our seven campuses and 
online, ULATINA o�ers an unparalleled education.

The Study Abroad program o�ers courses in Business Sustainability, Entrepreneurship, Technology 
Project Management, and Teaching Spanish to Foreigners, as well as engaging topics in Health, among 
others.

Programs: Faculty- Led programs, International Student Mobility, Research Collaboration, COIL, Faculty 
Exchange Programs, summer and winter schools, International internships, sustainability programs

Kenia Karina Carpio Fennell
Email: karina.carpio@ulatina.cr
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The Universidad Estatal a Distancia (UNED) is a leading public university in Costa Rica, recognized for 
expanding access to higher education through innovative, flexible, and inclusive learning models.
With a nationwide presence through 41 campuses and a community of more than 40,000 students, 
UNED is a key driver of talent development, o�ering a broad academic portfolio supported by 
advanced educational technologies and a strong commitment to quality.

UNED is distinguished by its commitment to inclusion, equity, and sustainable development. Through 
specialized programs, the university provides educational opportunities to underserved populations, 
indigenous communities, incarcerated individuals, persons with disabilities, and students in rural areas, 
contributing to social mobility and regional development.

At the international level, UNED actively participates in academic cooperation, research, and innovation 
projects with universities and organizations across Europe, Latin America, and other regions. Its 
involvement in initiatives such as Erasmus+, artificial intelligence projects, sustainable development, and 
inclusive education positions UNED as a strategic partner for international collaborations, mobility 
programs, applied research, and capacity-building initiatives.

Programs: Student and faculty mobility programs, short-term academic courses, cultural and language 
immersion experiences, internships, applied learning projects, research partnerships, distance education 
and educational innovation initiatives, as well as community-based and territorial development 
experiences across its nationwide network of campuses.

UNIVERSIDAD ESTATAL A DISTANCIA (UNED)
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At Intercultura Costa Rica, Spanish comes to life through our immersive programs. Our o�ering 
combines dynamic, interactive classes with local culture, homestays with local families, daily activities, 
and community-based and volunteer experiences, creating an experience that goes far beyond the 
classroom. Whether enjoying the sunshine at our beachfront campus in Playa Sámara or immersing 
themselves in Latin American urban life in Heredia, each of our locations o�ers a unique way to discover 
the Spanish language and Costa Rican culture.

Our approach also embraces intercultural learning and empowerment through diversity, guided by the 
principles of equality, inclusion, and cooperation. We believe that learning a language is also an 
opportunity to build bridges between cultures. Through our immersion programs, we share Costa Rica’s 
rich cultural, social, and natural heritage with the world while bringing the world closer to our 
communities, fostering an authentic exchange of ideas, perspectives, and experiences.

We strive to create a positive and lasting impact on the lives of our students, sta�, host families, 
suppliers, and communities by fostering mutual respect, empathy, and intercultural understanding. 
Through our commitment to an integrated educational approach that combines language learning with 
cultural immersion, we aim to strengthen global awareness, social responsibility, and our participants’ 
ability to make a positive contribution to an increasingly interconnected world.

AREAS OF INTEREST: Faculty-led groups, Spanish Immersion semester & summer study abroad 
programs, language study, and cultural immersion.

Holli Barrett
studyabroad@interculturacostarica.com
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